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Art Unit: 3735 

DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 

2. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it includes legal 
phraseology "The inventive", "comprises", "illuminating means" and "said". Correction is 
required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1-21,28,29 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 
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5. Regarding claim 1, the phrase " in particular" renders the claim indefinite 
because it is unclear whether the limitations following the phrase are part of the claimed 
invention. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). In the present instance, claim 1 recites the broad 
recitation device, and the claim also recites slit-lamp unit which is the narrower 
statement of the range/limitation. 

6. With respect to claim 1 , it is unclear what "reflections ophthalmoscopically" 
meant. It is unclear if reflections are coming from the "rear eye section", or internal 
device component or from the "ophthalmoscopically." 

7. Claim 4 and 15 recites the limitation "the deflecting device". There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

8. Claim 5,6 and 16 recites the limitation "the illuminating beam". There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

9. Claim 7,1 7-21 and 28 recite the limitation "the device". There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. It is unclear which "device" the base is 
connected to. 

10. With respect to claim 1 1 and 32, it is unclear how optical imaging means for 
imaging the rear eye are positioned "near the eye". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless- 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 



12. Claims 1 -4,7,1 1 -1 5,1 7-1 9,22-25,28,32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Okamoto et al (US 2001/0028441). Okamoto et al teach an 
ophthalmologic apparatus which comprises of the following: 

1 3. Re Claims 1 and 22: Okamoto et al teach a device for viewing an eye of a 
patient, in particular a slit-lamp unit See paragraph [0015,line 1-2], comprising viewing 
means See paragraph [0014, line 7-8] for viewing a front section of the eye and 
illuminating means See paragraph [001 6, line 1-9] for illuminating the front section of 
the eye, characterized in that the illuminating means See paragraph [0016,line 1-9] are 
designed in such a way that it is also possible to illuminate a rear section of the eye See 
paragraph [0016,line 1-9], and that the device comprises optical imaging means(See 
Fig.2, AL) for imaging the rear eye section, and an image acquisition device( See Fig.2 
unit 20) for acquiring images of the eye with the aid of an image recording device(See 
Fig 1, unit 43), the image recording device being designed and capable of being 
positioned such that it is possible thereby to image the rear eye section without 
reflections ophthalmoscopically. 

14. Re Claims 2 and 23: Okamoto et al teach that the illuminating means comprise a 
light source See paragraph [0016,line 1-9] for generating an illuminating beam See 
paragraph [0016, line 1-9], and can be switched over from background illumination to 
foreground illumination. See paragraph [0022]. 
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15. Re Claims 3.13 and 24: Okamoto et al teach that the image acquisition device 
comprises a deflecting device (See Fig.2 unit 34), it being possible to position the 
deflecting device in front of the eye such that a viewing beam emerging from the eye 
can be deflected through the image recording device. (See Fig 1, unit 43). 

16. Re Claims 4. 14.15 and 25: Okamoto et al teach that the illuminating means 
comprise a light source and form a unit with the image acquisition device, it being 
possible to deflect a viewing beam generated by the light source onto the eye by the 
deflecting device (See Fig 1,12). 

17. Re Claims 7.17.18.19. and 28 : Okamoto et al teach that the image acquisition 
device comprises a holder with a base and a carrier, the image recording device being 
fastened on the carrier, the base being connected moveably to the device, and the 
holder having guide means for displacing the carrier relative to the base. (See Fig.1) 
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18. Re Claims 1 1 and 32: Okamoto et al teach that the device according to one of 
claims 1, characterized in that the optical imaging means for imaging the rear eye 
section are positioned near the eye. See paragraph [0052] (See Fig.2). The optical 
imaging means for imaging the fundus are position near the eye. 

1 9. Re Claims 12 and 33. Okamoto et al teach that the image acquisition device is 
designed in such a way that it can be switched over between at least two 
magnifications. See paragraph [0068]. In the case where the switch is provided, if 
the front eye portion observation is performed in the switch-off and the eye 
fundus portion observation is performed in the switch-on, an advantage that the 
optical parts are necessarily inserted onto the optical axes in the eye fundus 
portion observation is obtained. See paragraph [0064,line6-7]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

20. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

21 . Claims 8 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Okamoto et al in view of Ulbers et al (Patent 6474815). Okamoto et al disclose the 
claimed invention except for the guide means being of a rail-type design. Ulbers et al 
teach that it is known to have rail-type design in order for the device to move in the X- 
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direction to roll on rails forward and backward. It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the device of 
Okamoto et al to include guide means having rail-type design similar to those of Ulbers 
et al to permit the device to move in the X-direction to roll on rails forward and backward 
so that the front and back portions of the eye may be examined properly as taught by 
Ulbers et al (See Col. 6, line 43-57). 

22. Claims 9.10 30 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Okamoto et al in view of Yoshimura et al (Patent 6283596). 
Okamoto et al disclose the claimed invention except for the image acquisition device 
comprises an image displaying device that displaying the images acquired by the image 
acquisition device. Yoshimura et al disclose an image acquisition device comprising an 
image displaying device (242) for displaying the images acquired by the image 
acquisition device. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the image acquisition device of Okamoto et 
al including an image displaying device similar to that of Yoshimura et al for displaying 
the images acquired by the image acquisition device in order to examine the cross- 
section of the anterior segment of eye as taught by Yoshimura et al (See Fig. 1b and 
Col. 8, line 55-63). However, Okamoto et al and Yoshimura et al disclose an image 
displaying device comprises a photographic camera, a video camera or a CCD camera. 
(See Yoshimura et al, unit 58 and Okamoto et al, unit 43,paragraph line 3) 
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23. Claims 5,6.16.20.21.26 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Okamoto et al in view of Freeman et al (Patent 6766042). 
Okamoto et al disclose the claimed invention except for the illuminating beam which 
can be deflected onto the eye at a variable angle of incidence, the illuminating beam 
comprising a plurality of annularly arranged individual beams. Freeman et al teach an 
illuminating beam comprises a plurality of annularly arranged individual beams [Col. 3, 
line 5-11] and also an illuminating beam which can be deflected onto the eye at a 
variable angle of incidence (see fig 2A). It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the Okamoto et al 
device to use an illuminating beam comprises a plurality of annularly arranged individual 
beams [Col. 16, line 9-16] and also an illuminating beam which can be deflected onto 
the eye at a variable angle of incidence so that the examination of eye be sufficient and 
precise as taught by Freeman et al. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Akita et al (US 2005/0195360) disclose a light of a ring shape (pattern) having a 
plurality of concentric rings deflected onto the eye. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lawrence N. Laryea whose telephone number is 571- 
272-9060. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chuck Marmor, II be reached on 571-272- 4730. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

s*r, J,/ (A/ 373* 
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